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Reading 7.1. Indian Tribes: A Continuing Quest for Survival
Some of the differences that exist between American Indian Civil Rights Movements and other civil rights movement of the United States minorities pertain to the numerous deaths that have been voiced by the latter as compared to the former. It also pertains to the continued struggles that have been met and continually voiced by the civil rights movements of minorities as compared to those of American Indians. The racial factor that needs to be considered in developing a framework for civil rights for American Indians includes the fact that racism has direly affected them not only regarding housing but also regarding education reception. Similarly, the consequence of racism towards these individuals has resulted in them not receiving equal treatment, as they deserve. 
Reading 7.2. An Act for the Better Ordering and Governing of Negroes and Slaves, South Carolina, 1712
The most significant passage of this act was the punishments carried out to Negroes and Slaves who attempted to escape and were found. The horrendous punishments given these slaves and Negroes were unfathomable. For instance, castration for attempting to run away for the fourth time was a very hefty punishment. The fifth attempt at running away was death or an alternative that involved the cutting of the Achilles tendons on one of the runaway slaves or Negroes’ legs. The act attempted to better order the slaves and the Negroes in involuntary servitude from running away. The central concerns depicted in Section XII involve the rapid growth of the slaves and their inability to challenge the slavery structures. However, these misconceptions were mainly based on the notion that the punishments exacted on the slaves prevented them from challenging the structures of slavery. 
Reading 7.3. The “Three-Fifths Compromise”
The three-fifths compromise focused on the counting of slaves based on three-fifths of their original number. This compromise solved the issues concerning the counting of the population of slaves, more so, concerning their representation in the Representatives’ House. This enhanced the power that the South had in the Representatives’ House. 
Reading 7.4. An Act Prohibiting the Teaching of Slaves to Read
The importance behind prohibiting the teaching of slaves on how to read and write focused on the creation of awareness that it afforded the slaves. Notably, the slaves were not allowed to read nor write because their masters did not want them knowing certain things that would empower them into a revolt. The difference that existed not only in the sentencing but also the punishment between a white woman or a white man and a person of color accused of enabling through teaching the reading and the writing of a slave was because of the difference between gender and races as well. Degradation at this time stemmed from the fact that during this period, men and women were treated and regarded differently. The same measures applied to people of color. 
Reading 7.5. Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, Seneca Falls Convention, 1848
The Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions reframed the Declaration of Independence by focusing on the assentation of the inequality that exists. It asserted that all women and men are equal and thus, women were equally entitled to the same rights as men. The Declaration of sentiments meant that women were being oppressed not only by the government but also by the society whose foundations were patriarchy when it focused on the repeated injuries as well as usurpations on the parts of man towards women. Therefore, denying women the same rights injured them. 
Reading 7.7. People v. Hall, 1854
This was a very infamous case. The case reflected on the climate of racism that existed in the early settlement of California. Notably, in this case, there is a highlight of the conviction of a white defendant based entirely on the testimony provided by a Chinese witness. During the appeal process, the lawyer of this particular defendant argued that at no instance should a witness who was nonwhite testify against any white individual. The claim’s legal basis was the law in California that stipulated that mulattos, the blacks as well as Indians were not allowed to witness and testify in any case that involved a white individual.
Nevertheless, there was no particular mention of a Chinese individual in this law. Nonetheless, the decision of this case held that due to the law’s degradation of every nonwhite individual, no person whose blood was nonwhite could ever testify in a case that involved a person of the white blood. This included the Chinese. The decision of the court was a true reflection of the existent prejudice and racism that was dominant in California. Therefore, the document in its wording and use of phrases such as “shade of color,” “white blood,” and “human species” attempts to degrade certain individuals mainly because of the color of their skin and the race they come from, which shows prejudice and racism. 
Reading 7.8. Dred Scott v. Sanford, 1857 
In the case of Dred Scott v. Sanford, 1857, the court held that a slave could not sue the Federal Courts at any given time since being a slave did not allow them the privilege of being an American citizen. This decision was issued in 1857. The case that was brought forth to the court focused on slaves having the rights to sue the Federal courts. A right that was denied to them by the ruling and the opinion held by the court that day. Besides this, the issue further brought to the court pertained gaining and deserving the right to be titled a United States citizen because of the time that the slave had spent in a free state. Thus, the court denied that spending time in a free state guaranteed a slave the right to be emancipated. The court’s decision further trickled down to the notion that the famous self-evident “truths” of Declaration of Independence did not apply to the African American race due to the constitution denying them this particular right although vaguely stated. 
Reading 7.10: United States Constitution: Thirteenth (1865), Fourteenth (1868), and Fifteenth (1870) Amendments
The 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution held that slavery would no longer exist within the United States soil. Its declaration implied that it brought immense change not only to the basic laws within the nation but also to the most important ones that governed the U.S. Its Amendment brought about the abolition of slavery within the United States. This Amendment was passed on 6 December 1865 after the Civil War ended. However, despite bringing an end to slavery and involuntary servitude, the law still had an exception to this clause. The exception pertained to that slavery was only applicable as a form of punishment for a certain crime. The ratification held the critical exception that allowed the existence of both involuntary servitude and slavery is existing and remaining lawful within the nation. 
On the other hand, the 14th Amendment of the United States Constitution whose adaptation took place on 9 June 1868 addressed the rights of citizenship as well as those of equal protection laws within the constitution. The Amendment focused on the issues that pertained to all the former slaves after the end of the American Civil War. This particular Amendment provided these former slaves citizenships so long as they were born or naturalized within the nation. 
Finally, the Congress passed the 15th Amendment of the United States Constitution on 26 February 1869. However, it was later ratified on 3 February 1870. The Amendment held that the Federal and the States government should not deny or abridge any citizen of the United States of American the right to vote based on his or her color, race as well as his or her previous servitude condition. 
Reading 7.16: Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896
The Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 U.S 537 (1896), is among one of the most historical cases in the American judicial system. The United States Supreme Court upheld the constitutionalism of the clause separate but equal. It held that these segregation laws that existed for public facilities could be held separately without violating the constitution so long as the quality of these facilities were equal. This is what resulted in the doctrine that later came to be known as the separate but equal doctrine. The decision was upheld by a majority margin of seven-to-one. However, one of the justices in the case did not take part in the decision. This decision was the most controversial decisions of all times. The justices held that their decision assessed and upheld the constitutionalism laws on racial segregation. Notably, this case was the first of its kind to inquire the meaning of the equal protection clause found within the 14th Amendment. In spite of the opinion of the majority not containing the separate but equal doctrine, it provided the sanctions of the constitutional law to realize racial segregation. It achieved this by separating the supposed equal public services and facilities for whites and racial Americans. However, the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka overturned this ruling. 
Reading 7.17. United States Constitution: Nineteenth Amendment (1920)
In spite of the 14th Amendment implying that women could vote, many states throughout the United States of America still denied women these rights among others. Therefore, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States changed this matter. The reason behind this is that it prohibited both the federal and the government of the state from denying women the right to participate in the voting processes in the United States because of their gender. To this effect, American citizens irrespective of their gender were allowed to vote because of this prohibition provided for by the 19th Amendment of the U.S Constitution. 
Reading 7.19: Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, 1954
The Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, 1954 was one of the most monumental cases in the American society. Its central issue was focused on the segregation of the white children and the black children in different schools with the notions of receiving quality and equal education for children who emanated from these races. It brought this issue before the court. It pointed out the inequality that existed in the segregation system. Therefore, the plaintiff's contention regarding the nature of the segregation system was that it was unfair and unjust. It promoted inequality and propagated racism within the American society. Black children were forced to attend schools that were far from their homes, yet there were schools within their blocks, only that these schools were intended for the white children. The Supreme Court determined that the clause “separate but equal” violated the 14th Amendment in that, it went against the rights afforded every individual born and naturalized in the United States, more so, the protection of these rights and due processes of the law. 
Reading 7.21: The Equal Rights Amendment (Defeated)
The United States Senate passed the Equal Rights Amendment on 22 March 1972. During this time, the Senate sent the Equal Rights Amendment to be ratified by the states. The first proposition of this Amendment was in 1923. The National Woman’s political party brought it up. Its aim was the provision of legal equality of all sexes without bias or discrimination. It sought the prohibition of discrimination that used to happen due to sexes. However, despite the Congress passing it, it fell short of three states out of the 38 that it required for ratification to occur by the 30 June 1982 deadline. Another reason it failed was that during the 1970s, very few women desired entering the workforce. Besides this, it was ratified by one seven states before the deadline ended. Finally, many individuals feared the potential unintended resultant effects of this particular amended mainly because of its vague wording. 

